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NC Board of CPA Examiners: Ensuring Excellence in Certified Public
Accountants in North Carolina

The NC Board of CPA Examiners plays a vital role in maintaining the
integrity, professionalism, and competency of certified public accountants
(CPAs) within North Carolina. As the regulatory authority responsible for
licensing, examining, and regulating CPAs, the board ensures that accounting
professionals uphold high standards to serve businesses, organizations, and
individuals effectively. Whether you are an aspiring CPA, a current licensee,
or a stakeholder interested in North Carolina’s accounting standards,
understanding the functions and responsibilities of the NC Board of CPA
Examiners is essential.

---

Overview of the NC Board of CPA Examiners

The NC Board of CPA Examiners operates under the North Carolina State Board
of Registration for Professional Engineers and Surveyors, functioning
independently to oversee the licensure and regulation of CPAs. The board
comprises members appointed by the governor, including licensed CPAs and
public members, ensuring a balanced approach to regulation and public trust.

Mission and Goals

The primary mission of the NC Board of CPA Examiners is to protect the public
by ensuring that only qualified individuals become licensed CPAs and that
licensees adhere to established standards of professional conduct. Its main
goals include:



- Administering the CPA examination fairly and efficiently
- Licensing qualified candidates
- Enforcing compliance with North Carolina’s CPA laws and rules
- Promoting ongoing professional competence and ethics
- Protecting the public from unqualified or unethical practice

---

CPA Examination Process in North Carolina

The CPA examination is a critical step in earning licensure, and the NC Board
of CPA Examiners oversees this process to ensure fairness and rigor.

Eligibility Criteria

Before registering for the exam, candidates must meet specific educational
and experience requirements, including:

Possessing a baccalaureate degree or higher from an accredited
institution

Completing at least 150 semester hours of college education, including
specific coursework in accounting and business

Meeting the experience prerequisites as outlined by the board (often one
year of supervised work experience)

Registration and Examination Components

Candidates must register with a National Candidate Database and schedule
their exams through Prometric testing centers. The CPA exam consists of four
sections:

Auditing and Attestation (AUD)1.

Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)2.

Regulation (REG)3.

Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)4.

Each section tests specific knowledge areas and skills, and candidates are
encouraged to prepare thoroughly to succeed.

Exam Policies and Standards

The NC Board of CPA Examiners adheres to the uniform standards established by
the American Institute of CPAs (AICPA). Exam policies include guidelines on
exam window scheduling, retake procedures, and scoring. The board ensures the
integrity of the exam process through strict proctoring and security
measures.



---

Licensing and Certification

After passing the CPA exam, candidates must fulfill additional requirements
before obtaining their license.

Application for Licensure

Candidates must submit an application to the NC Board of CPA Examiners,
including:

Proof of education and exam passing scores

Verification of work experience

Completed ethics exam (if required)

Application fee

Ethical and Experience Requirements

North Carolina mandates that CPA licensees adhere to a strict code of ethics,
which is enforced by the board. Additionally, the experience component
ensures that licensees possess practical knowledge and skills necessary for
competent practice.

Maintaining Licensure

Once licensed, CPAs must meet ongoing professional development requirements,
typically including continuing professional education (CPE) hours, to renew
their license regularly. The board monitors compliance and enforces
disciplinary actions if standards are violated.

---

Regulation and Enforcement

The NC Board of CPA Examiners is responsible for ensuring that all licensed
CPAs operate ethically and within legal boundaries.

Disciplinary Actions

The board investigates complaints related to unprofessional conduct,
violations of licensing laws, or unethical behavior. Disciplinary measures
may include:

License suspension or revocation

Fines and penalties



Probation or required additional education

Public censure

Complaint Process

Members of the public or licensees can file complaints with the board. The
process involves an investigation, review, and, if necessary, disciplinary
hearings to determine appropriate action.

Compliance and Audits

The board conducts periodic audits of licensed CPAs to verify ongoing
compliance with CPE requirements and adherence to professional standards.

---

Resources and Support for CPAs in North
Carolina

The NC Board of CPA Examiners provides a variety of resources to support
current and prospective licensees.

Education and Exam Preparation

The board offers guidance on exam eligibility, preparation tips, and links to
approved review courses. They also provide updates on changes in exam
standards or requirements.

Continuing Professional Education (CPE)

CPAs are required to complete a specified number of CPE hours annually or
biennially. The board publishes a list of approved CPE providers and courses,
along with reporting procedures.

Licensing FAQs and Contact Information

For questions related to licensure, exam administration, or disciplinary
processes, the board maintains a comprehensive FAQ and accessible contact
channels.

---

Importance of the NC Board of CPA Examiners in
North Carolina’s Economy

The NC Board of CPA Examiners plays a crucial role in fostering a trustworthy
accounting environment that benefits North Carolina’s economy.

Ensuring Public Trust



By enforcing rigorous standards, the board ensures that only qualified
professionals serve the public, thereby maintaining confidence in financial
reporting and auditing practices.

Supporting Business Growth

Licensed CPAs serve as vital advisors to businesses, government agencies, and
non-profits, contributing to economic stability and growth. The board’s
oversight ensures these professionals meet high standards of competence.

Upholding Professional Standards

The board promotes ongoing ethics and competence, reinforcing North
Carolina’s reputation as a state with highly qualified accounting
professionals.

---

Future Initiatives and Developments

The NC Board of CPA Examiners continually seeks to modernize and improve its
processes.

Incorporation of Technology

Upcoming initiatives include adopting new exam formats, enhancing online
licensing procedures, and implementing advanced security measures.

Focus on Diversity and Inclusion

The board aims to promote diversity within the CPA profession through
outreach programs and support for underrepresented groups.

Adaptation to Changing Regulations

As the accounting landscape evolves, the board stays updated on federal and
state regulations, ensuring licensees are well-informed and compliant.

---

In conclusion, the NC Board of CPA Examiners is a cornerstone of North
Carolina’s professional landscape, ensuring that certified public accountants
uphold the highest standards of competency, ethics, and integrity. Whether
guiding aspiring CPAs through the examination process, licensing qualified
professionals, or enforcing regulatory compliance, the board’s work
safeguards the public interest and promotes a robust, trustworthy accounting
profession in North Carolina. If you are involved in the accounting field in
North Carolina, staying informed about the board’s policies, resources, and
initiatives is essential for your professional growth and compliance.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the eligibility requirements to sit for the
NC CPA Exam?
Candidates must meet education requirements (typically 150 semester hours
including specific accounting and business courses), have no felony
convictions, and submit an application to the NC Board of CPA Examiners with
supporting documentation.

How can I register for the NC CPA Exam?
You can register through the AICPA’s CPA Examination Services (CPAES)
website, submit the required application to the NC Board of CPA Examiners,
and pay the applicable fees online.

What is the passing score for the NC CPA Exam?
The passing score for each section of the CPA Exam is 75 on a scale of 0-99,
as set by the American Institute of CPAs (AICPA).

How long do I have to complete the NC CPA Exam after
my initial registration?
Candidates typically have 18 months from the date of their first exam section
to pass all four sections, but it's important to check current rules as
policies may change.

What are the requirements for CPA licensure in North
Carolina after passing the exam?
Applicants must complete the required 150 semester hours, pass the CPA Exam,
gain relevant work experience (usually one year), and submit an application
for licensure to the NC Board of CPA Examiners.

How can I stay updated on changes to the NC CPA Exam
or licensing requirements?
Visit the official NC Board of CPA Examiners website regularly, subscribe to
their newsletters, and follow their social media channels for the latest
updates and announcements.

Are there any special accommodations available for
candidates with disabilities on the NC CPA Exam?
Yes, the NC Board of CPA Examiners provides accommodations for candidates
with documented disabilities. Applicants should submit a request with
supporting documentation well in advance of their exam date.

What resources are available to help me prepare for
the NC CPA Exam?
Candidates can access review courses, practice exams, study guides, and
official CPA Exam Blueprints provided by authorized providers and the NC
Board of CPA Examiners website.
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